DILLON COUNTY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING                                                                                                                     109 SOUTH THIRD AVENUE   DILLON SC 29536                                                                                                                                                                                                                               JANUARY 28, 2025    5:00 PM 
The Dillon County Council held a Regular Meeting on January 28, 2026 at 5:00 pm in the County Council Chambers. Present were Detrice Dawkins, Robbie Coward, Dennis Townsend, James Washington, Brad Coward, Stevie Grice and Kenny Cook Jr. Also, present was Druscilla Blakely, Clerk to Council, John Dubose, County Attorney, Betsy Finklea, Dillon County News LLC and Vickie Rogers, The Dillon Herald. Tim Harper, County Administrator was not present for the meeting.

The following were notified of the meeting and was provided an agenda by email:
TimHarper<tharper@dilloncountysc.org>,DillonCountyAdministrator<dcadministrator@dilloncountysc.org>,MatthewElvington<melvington@dilloncountysc.org>,dccbuzzyfinklea@gmail.com,KenDuBose<ken@smithrobinsonlaw.com>,JonRobinson<jon@smithrobinsonlaw.com>,CountyCouncil<countycouncil@dilloncountysc.org>,JamalCampbell<jamal_campbell24@yahoo.com>,dennistownsend@bellsouth.net,DetriceDawkins<tricedawkins@yahoo.com>,HaroldMoody<Harmick@aol.com>,gmcleod<ironman3744@gmail.com>,StevieGrice<gricecube@hotmail.com>,gricecube@icloud.com,"charliecbailey@aol.com"<charliecbailey@aol.com>,<bludwig@southerncurrentllc.com>,<mastercurry@bellsouth.net>,<richard.d.gaddy@gmail.com>,<news@wmbfnews.com>,sccones@aol.com,<dillonherald@yahoo.com>,<dtholder@gmail.com>,<ljackson@dillonsheriff.org>,<john.jackson1995@yahoo.com>,<jacoriem@ymail.com>,<steve@arsmarketing.com>,<code17@bellsouth.net>,<jward929@gmail.com>,<karend.francis@mcleodhealth.org>,<kjordan@marlboro.coop>,<tlane1018@aim.com>,<martinfireman9@aol.com>,<snapceo@aol.com>,<smcrae911@yahoo.com>,<dillonriskmgr@aol.com>,<mlee@mhisc.com>,<morrislt13@yahoo.com>,"news@wbtw.com"<news@wbtw.com>,"Susan.Norton@perdue.com"<susan.norton@perdue.com>,"patel1223@gmail.com"<patel1223@gmail.com>,"cpelfrey@netc.edu"<cpelfrey@netc.edu>,"Proctorhaywood@gmail.com"<proctorhaywood@gmail.com>,"rjfodera@wpde.com"<rjfodera@wpde.com>,"roscoxen@aol.com"<roscoxen@aol.com>,"randyrouse@bellsouth.net"<randyrouse@bellsouth.net>,"news@scnow.com"<news@scnow.com>,"tigger_2g@msn.com"<tigger_2g@msn.com>,"scemtgerry@gmail.com"<scemtgerry@gmail.com>,"kls1@rocketmail.com"<kls1@rocketmail.com>,"ssuber@mhisc.com"<ssuber@mhisc.com>,"ttaylor383@aol.com"<ttaylor383@aol.com>,<tbrown@wpde.com>,<vanns4@bellsouth.net>,<code17@gmail.com>,<agendas@voterheads.com>,<tim@ammonshayes.com>,<wmiller@dilloncountysc.org>,<dillon1447@aol.com>,"<jcampbellmcso@yahoo.com>,<jtthomas@netc.edu>,<anthony.moore29536@gmail.com>,<margaretmarstin@parkerpoe.com>,<kevin.drawhorn@yahoo.com><aowens297957@gmail.com>,<tonigraves01@gmail.com>,<cedricgp.cp@gmail.com>,<mkoch@mhisc.com>,<crawfordronald00@gmail.com>,<maggiedunham53@gmail.com>,gtauction@gmail.com<dctaxassessor@dilloncountysc.org>,<jameslighty85@gmail.com>,<amazinggrace11520@yahoo.com>,<nancyhargrove@att.net>,JoySnipes<joyrsnipes@yahoo.com>,RobbieCoward<robbiecoward@aol.com>,<josephinegilchrist@aol.com>,<herbert.jacobs@mail.com>,<dmoody9588@gmail.com>,<dcriskmanager@dilloncountysc.org>,<cneelytrainer@gmail.com>,charles@currybyrdlaw.net,<lavern.sellers@yahoo.com>,<calishaccu@gmail.com>,<staylor@postandcourier.com>,<jcpwl@yahoo.com>,jhamilton@dillonsheriff.org"Director,HR"<hrdirector@dilloncountysc.org>,DillonCountyBenefits<dilloncountybenefits@dilloncountysc.org>jackiehayes@schouse.gov,DianeLewis<dlewis@dilloncountysc.og>,"betsyfinklea5@gmail.com"<betsyfinklea5@gmail.com>,jordan@thedillonherald.comvrogers@thedillonherald.com,"Director,DCE911"<dce911director@dilloncountysc.org>,marquitabritton<marquita_britton@yahoo.com>,jwashingtonwfc@gmail.com,cowardstowing@aol.com,Don Strickland <Dstrickland@pdrta.org>,llinda54@hotmail.com,Brad Coward <bcoward@dilloncountysc.org>,James Washington jwashington@dilloncountysc.org, dccoc@dilloncountysc.org
CALL TO ORDER 
Councilman Stevie Grice called the meeting to order and presided over the meeting.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Councilman Stevie Grice led the Pledge of Allegiance.

INVOCATION                                                                                                                           
Councilman Dennis Townsend gave the invocation.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA                                                                                                                 Councilman Dennis Townsend made a motion to amend the agenda by removing items number 12 (Approval of Bid for Animal Shelter Building) and item number 15 (Executive Session). He was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor. 
A motion was made by Robbie Coward to approve the amended Agenda. He was seconded by Dennis Townsend. All were in favor.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES                                                                                                         A motion was made by Kenny Cook Jr.to approve the Minutes from December17, 2025. He was seconded by Dennis Townsend. All were in favor.
ELECTION OF COUNCIL OFFICERS                                                                                   Councilman Dennis Townsend was elected by Dillon County Council as Dillon County Council Chairman by a six to one vote. 
Councilman Kenny Cook Jr. was elected by County Council as the Dillon Country Vice-Chairman. It was a unanimous vote. 
ORDINANCES                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
ORDINANCE NO. 26-01 – SECOND READING                                                                                          AN ORDINANCE BY DILLON COUNTY COUNCIL AMENDING THE ZONING MAP CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT AND DEPICTED AS TAX MAP NO. 041-00-00-267, LOCATED AT 1913 MT. CALVARY ROAD, HAMER, SOUTH CAROLINA FROM GENERAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT (GC) TO SINGLE AND TWO-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (RS2)
A motion was made to approve Ordinance No. 26-01 – Second Reading by Kenny Cook Jr. He was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.
AMENDMENT TO EXTEND LAND CONVEYANCE AND INCENTIVE AGREEMENT Approval of Amendment to Extend Land Conveyance and Incentive Agreement between Dillon County and SC Keys, LLC’’ and “Approval of Amendment to Extend Purchase and Sale Agreement between Dillon County and SC Keys, LLC
A motion was made by Kenny Cook Jr. to approve the of Amendment to Extend Land Conveyance and Incentive Agreement between Dillon County and SC Keys, LLC’’ and “Approval of Amendment to Extend Purchase and Sale Agreement between Dillon County and SC Keys, LLC. He was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.
COUNCIL RECREATION REQUEST                                                                                         Man 2 Man Fatherhood Initiative requested donations for their free magazine that serves some of the surrounding counties. Detrice Dawkins, Kenny Cook Jr. and James Washington donated $75.00. Personal donations were given by, Brad Coward who  donated $85.00 and Robbie Coward donated $75.00.  
[bookmark: _Hlk219106300]NAACP Annual Freedom Banquet requested donations. Stevie Grice donated $50.00 and Robbie Coward donated $80.00 as a personal donation.
Professor Felton Eaddy Black History Month Art Exhibit requested donations. Dennis Townsend donated 200.00, Detrice Dawkins donated $50.00, Kenny Cook donated $50.00, Robbie Coward donated $100.00.
Joey L. Williams, Commander, Dillon County VFW Post 6091 received donations. Robbie Coward donated $500.00, Kenny Cook Jr. donated $250.00, Detrice Dawkins and Stevie Grice, Dennis Townsend donated $100.00 and James Washington donated $50.00. Brad Coward gave $100.00 as a personal donation.
Wayne Green Karate Studio was given a $200.00 donation by Detrice Dawkins.
A motion was made by Detrice Dawkins to approve the Council Recreation Request. He was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.
JOEY L. WILLIAMS, COMMANDER – DILLON COUNTY VFW POST 6091                      Joey L. Williams, Commander, Dillon County VFW Post 6091, Tommy Hayes, Junior Vice Commander, John Harlow, Former Commander spoke to County Council and thanked them for the donations received. They went over their 2025 accomplishments. They are planning upcoming various events for veterans and also with those that have PTSD. He said thanked council for all of their help.  
EOC (EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTER) BIDS                                                                         Robbie Coward made a motion to accept the bid from SNB Construction for $6,610,000.00 for the EOC (Emergency Operations Center) Bid. He was seconded by Kenny Cook Jr. All were in favor. 
APPROVAL OF BID FOR ANIMAL SHELTER BUILDING                                               Removed from Agenda for this meeting
PDRTA BOARD APPOINTMENT                                                                                                A motion was made by Robbie Coward to appoint Derrick Graves to the PDRTA Board. He was seconded by Kenny Cook Jr. All were in favor.   
COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS                                                                                            Bill Coward was appointed to the Public Private economic Development Board by Robbie Coward, District 6. Kenny Cook Jr. made a motion to approve this appointment. He was seconded by Detrice Dawkins. All were in favor.  
EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                                             A. Property Acquisition
Removed from Agenda for this meeting                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                        Detrice Dawkins made a motion to Adjourn. She was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.


______________________________________
Dennis Townsend, Chairman 

______________________________________
Druscilla Blakely, Clerk to Council

______________________________________
Date Approved

